MRHAWL

Rules Season 2010/2011

1.
The League

1.1
The League shall be called the Midland Region Hockey Association Women's League and must be so referred to in all correspondence and publicity and in any other circumstances in which the name of the League is used.

1.2
The League shall be open to MRHA affiliated clubs, qualifying for entry, and approved by the League Management Committee (LMC).

1.3
All matches shall be played on pitches geographically situated within the Counties of the Midland Region. The surface of the pitch shall not be of a type that is not recommended by FIH for adult competitive hockey.

1.4
It is at the absolute discretion of the League Management Committee as to which teams are accepted to play in the League.
2.
Organisation

2.1
The management of the League shall be undertaken by the LMC which is a committee approved by the MRHA Council. 

2.2
The clubs in each Division will elect a Divisional Representative to the LMC at the League Presentation Meeting, which will be held at the end of each season. 

2.3
Each club must send a representative to the pre-season briefing, if held, and the League Presentation Meeting (at the end of the season). Clubs that fail to do so will be subject to a £50 fine.

2.4
Correspondence to the LMC MUST be in writing to the League Secretary and Divisional Representative, through the Club’s league representative.

2.5
Data Protection Officers of the MRHAWL of necessity hold personal information in connection with its management in respect of clubs / players / umpires / officials registered with the organisation and of other parties connected with those bodies. Some of this information is processed on computers to facilitate the production of handbooks and other necessary reports and administration matters etc. The bulk of this information is in the nature of names, addresses, telephone numbers, and email addresses. Unless specifically notified to the Secretary of the MRHAWL in writing that the information should not be so held it is understood that consent has been given for the holding and processing of that information in such a form by those persons and bodies.

3.
Subscriptions

3.1
Each team shall pay to the League Registration Secretary an annual fee determined by the LMC, payment to be made by at least two weeks before the first league game each year. Teams who fail to meet this deadline will be subject to a £30 fine. If a team fails to pay before the first league game they will be subject to a category B penalty.

4.
Structure and Fixtures

4.1
The League shall consist of five Divisions, Premier, Division 1, Division 2 and two Feeder Divisions each normally containing ten teams.

4.2
Each team must play all other teams in its Division (home and away) in accordance with fixture lists prepared and published by the LMC. 

4.3
If two teams from one club are in the same Division the fixtures will provide for the two teams to play each other Home and Away fixtures within the first three weeks of the season.

4.4
All fixtures must be completed. 

5.
Award of Points

5.1
Points for each game will be awarded as follows:


Win - 3 points
Draw - 1 point
Loss - 0 points

5.2
In the event of teams having an equal number of points, positions shall be decided by goal difference; if this is equal by goals scored; if this is equal by the results of the matches between the teams; if this is equal, the LMC may direct a playoff between the teams concerned.

6.
Promotion and Relegation

6.1
The highest eligible club in the Premier Division shall be promoted to the National League, providing they have fulfilled the EHL regulations concerning promotion and the registration of Non EU, UK passport holders. 


The club promoted may only have registered one player who does not -

1. Hold a European Union Passport

2. Hold or be able to apply for and obtain a United Kingdom passport

3. Have a right of abode as defined by Sections 1 & 2 of the Immigration Act 1971. If you require further information regarding “Right of Abode”, it may be found on the Home Office website www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk  and search for the right of abode.


Players from the Isle of Man, Channel Islands and Gibraltar together with those holding dual passport eligibility where one such eligibility is that of a European Union member state will be considered to have no limitation as to their ability to be registered.

6.2
Promotions and Relegation within the League will be dependent on the outcome of the National league relegations. The winner of each division will always be promoted. 

6.3
Any club wishing to resign from the League must notify the League Secretary by 30th April, of the previous season. Failure to do so will incur such penalties as decided by the LMC.

6.4
Additional rules governing the formation and operation of the Feeder Divisions are given in Rule 16.  

7.
Player Registration

7.1
Clubs must register players with the LMC at least two weeks before the first League date. At the time of registration the club must hold a written consent from a player to play for that club for that season. A copy of the Registration form should be sent to the Registration Secretary with two completed ID cards per player. Teams failing to do this will be subject to a Cat A penalty.  Until the registration sheet is received, no points will be awarded. Points WILL NOT be restored when the sheet is received. Teams failing to do this will be subject to a category A penalty.

7.2
Player registration amendments must be made on a copy of the original form clearly showing all details with dates and amendments. A copy of the amended form shall be sent to the Registration Secretary along with any necessary ID cards.

7.3
ID cards received by the Registration Secretary by 12 noon on a Saturday will be returned to the club for use on the following Saturday. The new player must not play until the card is in her/the clubs’ possession.

7.4
Final registration or amendments must be received in writing by the Registration Secretary by 12 NOON on the first day of February. A player may transfer between Midland Clubs once in any season, on completion of a transfer form until 1st February. This transfer form, which must be completed by the player concerned, should be sent to the Registration Secretary. The transfer will not be effective until acknowledged / sanctioned by the Registration Secretary.

7.5
If a player is registered before her 13th birthday then her date of birth must be given on the registration form.
8.
Player Eligibility

8.1
Players participating in the League shall be fully paid up members of their club and registered with the LMC. 

8.2 Players must be over 13 to play in the MRHAWL. 

All young players MUST have attained the age of 13 years in order to be eligible to play in adult league hockey.  [i.e. they are eligible when they have reached their 13 birthday.]
 

The exception is in the regional leagues that qualify for the EHL  [i.e. the Midland Premier] where they must be 15 or over when they had to be registered.

I.D. cards will be supplied by the LMC and will contain the players photograph, name, signature, club and individual registration number issued by the LMC. 

8.4
ANY PLAYER NOT PRODUCING AN I.D. CARD BEFORE THE GAME, WHEN ASKED, WILL BE INELIGIBLE TO PLAY. 

8.5
The opposition captain or nominee should check ID cards, at least 20 minutes, before the start of the game, if this is not undertaken there will be no recourse for complaint.

8.6
If a club has a National League team it must nominate eleven players, including a goalkeeper, all of whom MUST be the best 11 players and play regularly in that team. These nominated players cannot play in the Midland League.  The list of these nominated players must be sent to the Registration Secretary at least two weeks before the start of the season. After the first 3 league dates, the nominated list may be altered by informing the Registration Secretary in writing to arrive before the Friday of the 4th League date.  The list of nominated players may be resubmitted during the mid-season break. The Registration Secretary must have received the amended list in writing, at least seven days before the first League match after the mid season break. The players named on the final list MUST have appeared regularly on their club’s EHL team sheet.


Teams should select players on playing merit and not put players in teams demonstrably below their playing standard.

8.7

If a club has more than one team in the Midland League, for each team, it must nominate eight players from the higher team, who shall not play for the lower team(s) in the Midland League. The list of these nominated players must be sent to the Registration Secretary at least two weeks before the start of the season. After the first 3 league dates, the nominated list may be altered by informing the Registration Secretary in writing to arrive before the Friday of the 4th League date The list of nominated players may be resubmitted during the mid season break. The Registration Secretary must have received the amended list in writing, at least seven days before the first League match after the mid season break. The players named on the final list MUST have appeared regularly on their club’s higher team sheet.


Teams should select players on playing merit and not put players in teams demonstrably below their playing standard. 

 8.8

A maximum of two non-nominated players of a higher team in a club can play for a lower team in the club in an MRHAWL League game. There is no restriction on players in lower teams playing in higher teams. Guidance only - Teams should select players on playing merit and not put players in teams demonstrably below their playing standard.



Team sheets will be monitored.

8.9
Child Protection, ~ all teams and clubs entering the Midland League agree to comply with the current requirements of England Hockey regarding their Child Protection Policy.

No club shall play in their team, for any League match, any player who is under the age of 16 years unless before that match they have filed with the Regional Secretary of the MRHA a copy of their club’s Child Protection policy.

8.10
Under exceptional circumstances the LMC may consider relaxing the eligibility rules. Clubs will need to present a case in writing to the League Arbitrator, clearly stating the exceptional circumstances - these include a player returning from long term injury. If approved, any player removed from the nominated list MUST be replaced by another.

8.11   
No team shall be allowed to play a player registered for any other club. Offending clubs will incur a category B penalty. 

8.12
Only players named on the team sheet will be eligible to play.

8.13  
If a team contravenes any part of player eligibility in Rule 8 it may be subject to a category B penalty ( Rule 17) and the contravention may, at the discretion of the LMC, result in the team’s opponents being awarded points for a win and a winning score of 3 – 0.

9.
Matches

9.1
Team sheets MUST be completed and given to the opposing Captain/Manager BEFORE the match. Failure to do so may result in a Category D penalty. The registration numbers of the umpires should be noted on the team sheet.

9.2
Clubs who have teams that play in the EHL are required to provide a copy of the EHL official team sheet showing the starting line up and substitutions, signed by the EHL Match Delegate. This MUST be sent to the Divisional Team Sheet Secretary responsible for the Division in which the second team is playing with the match sheet for that weekend. Failure to supply this sheet will result in a fine of £15. 

9.3
Matches will be played in accordance with current rules of the game as published by the Hockey Rules Board, as approved by England Hockey.

9.4
Matches will be played on a synthetic turf pitch arranged by the first named team and to commence no earlier than 10:00 and no later than 17:00 hours. 

9.5
Each team should have with them a suitable First Aid Kit. The home team must have provision for removing blood from the pitch.

9.6
Matches will be played on dates published in the handbook as directed by the LMC.

9.7
In the event of any doubt or query concerning the pitch or playing conditions the umpires shall make the final decision after consulting with the Captains.

9.8
If a match is abandoned with less than 20 minutes remaining in the second half, the result at abandonment will count. A match abandoned with more than 20 minutes remaining, must be replayed on the next slip date.

9.9
No match shall start or continue if a team has less than 7 players, including an appropriately equipped goalkeeper.

9.10
Failure to fulfil a fixture may result in the defaulting Team’s opponents being awarded points for a win and a winning score of 3-0 and the defaulting Team being subject to a Category B penalty.  In addition to the foregoing penalty the defaulting Team may be liable to reimburse the irrecoverable costs of the opposing team arising from such default. The points deducted may be applied at the commencement of the following season, and if the LMC so decide additional penalties may be involved to those set out in rule 17.1.

10.
Postponements

10.1
Postponements will only occur if 1.adverse weather conditions make play, or travel impossible or 2.at the Umpires discretion.

10.2
Postponed matches must be played on or before the next designated slip date as given in the League Handbook (at end of the fixtures listing). Failure to comply may result in a penalty being applied by the LMC.


The HOME club must inform the relevant Team Sheet Secretary and for Premier and Division 1 only, the Umpires Secretary of a) the postponement on that day, and subsequently b) the details of the re-arranged match. If this part of the rule is contravened, a category A penalty will apply.

Postponed matches or other match problems should be phoned to Richard Suggett on 0115 925 9257 as soon as possible but no later than 7.00pm, at the latest, on the day.

11.
Match Results

11.1
The Home Team is responsible for telephoning, by text message, no. 07976 601028, the result to 'Fixtures Live' immediately after the game; within half an hour but no later than 7-00pm at the latest; This number will only receive the text message and send a confirmatory reply. There will be no verbal contact or ability to speak to anyone. The format of the text message will be for example: 2 1 6789  where 2 1 is the result, home team first and 6789 a pin number for identification purposes. If it is not possible to text the information, in an emergency the result can be left on answerphone, 0115 925 9257, in the format, division, home team name and then result as above.

After 7-00pm the league positions can normally be viewed on www.mrhawl.co.uk or 
www.fixtureslive.com 

11.2
Each team shall send a completed team sheet to arrive with the relevant Team Sheet Secretary within 5 days of the match being played.

11.3 Teams who fail to comply with rule 11.1 or 11.2, or fail to notify results as required shall be 
subject to a catagory D penalty.

12.
Match Information, Confirmation, Cancellation and Etiquette

12.1
Details of home venues and start times are an EARLY PRIORITY REQUIREMENT of the Umpires Committee. Teams are required to inform the Umpires Secretary, Premier and Division 1 only of this information, in writing, two weeks before the 1st game of the season. Teams who fail to do this shall be subject to a fine of £30.

12.2
Home teams must confirm with opponents and umpires no later than 14 days before the game. Details required are a) Venue b) Start time c) Team colours (away team to change if clash - details required) c) Clear directions to the ground, d) Cancellation number e) Away team to specifically advise if refreshments will be required. A team who fail to comply with any part of this rule may be subject to a Catagory D penalty. Notification must be made to the League Committee via their Divisional Representative if confirmation is not made.

12.3
The home team Captain/Manager will designate one side of the pitch as the bench/technical side and inform the away team Captain and Umpires prior to the start of play. Only players named on the team sheet and team management shall be permitted on the bench or technical side. The players and management are the responsibility of the captain.  Spectators shall ideally be outside the playing area and definitely a safe and considerate distance from the sideline. In certain circumstances Captains may be asked to take responsibility for the behaviour of spectators.

12.4
Field players must wear a distinctly numbered shirt, skirt, and socks pulled up to the knee. It is advisable to wear shin pads and a gum shield. 

13 Umpires
13.1 Umpires will be allocated to Midlands Premier and Division 1 matches by a panel appointed by the MRHUA Umpires Committee. Division 2 and Feeder Divisions refer to Rule 13.4 and 13.5. Expenses as agreed by the League to be paid whenever the umpire travels.

13.2 No game may take place without two qualified umpires.

13.3
Should an Umpire(s) fail to arrive and there are no qualified Umpire(s), minimum level 1 with current insurance, acceptable to both captains, the game may be postponed. Every effort should be made to play the fixture. If it cannot be played then the pitch cost for the rearranged fixture shall be shared between the two teams, unless the LMC orders otherwise.

13.4
A pre-requisite for membership of Division 2 and Feeder Divisions, is that each team shall provide a qualified Umpire, minimum level 1 with current insurance, for each game (not necessarily the same umpire each week). The home umpire will be provided by the home team. A neutral umpire will be supplied by a team playing an away game as allocated by the relevant Umpires Secretary.  A Team who fails to fulfil this requirement shall be subject to a Category C penalty.

  13.5
Division 2 and Feeder Division teams must inform the relevant Umpires Secretary of the name of the designated neutral umpire, by 9pm on the Monday preceding the game. A team who fails to fulfil this requirement shall be subject to a Category A penalty. If the same umpire is used throughout the season then there is no need for notification after the first occasion. The provisions in rule 12.2, subject to umpires, must also be followed.

  13.6
If a game in Division 2 or Feeder Divisions needs to be rearranged then the responsibility remains with the original teams for the provision of umpires.
14.
Disciplinary Code and Fines

14.1
The E. H. Disciplinary Code will apply in all League matches.

14.2
All Fines must be paid to the League Secretary within 14 days of notification. A team who fails to comply with this rule will be subject to a Category D penalty.

15.
Binding Force of Rules, Disputes and Appeals

15.1
Each Club by its entry into the League shall be deemed to have agreed to be bound by the League Rules.

15.2
In the event of any dispute which may arise in connection with these Rules or other matters relating to the League, the LMC shall determine the action to be taken. The League Secretary must be notified in writing of any such dispute, no later than 72 hours after the event. 

15.3 
Clubs have the right to appeal against a decision firstly to the LMC, and then to the MRHA, 
whose decision 
shall be final.

15.4 
Any appeal must be made to the League Secretary, in writing, within 7 days of notification of 
the decision, accompanied by a deposit of £50.00, which may be refunded at the discretion   of the LMC.  If the original decision is upheld by the LMC the club may then appeal to the 
Secretary of the MRHA, in writing, by recorded delivery, within 7 days of notification of the 
decision, accompanied by a deposit of £100.00, which may be refunded at the discretion of 
the MRHA. A copy must also be sent to the League Secretary.

16. 
The Feeder Divisions

16.1
At the end of the season, the top team in each Division will be promoted to Division 2. 

16.2
At the end of each season the Feeder Divisions disband. The re-constituted Feeder Divisions will take effect on the Monday after completion of the National League Play-offs.

16.3
The LMC will decide the structure of the Feeder Divisions each season.

16.4 There will be two Feeder Divisions with a maximum of 10 teams in each, consisting of 



1) The winners of the County Leagues


If a County League winner does not wish to take up their place then the County should find a suitable replacement. If this is not possible then 1 less team will be relegated from the previous season’s Feeder Divisions, play-offs may be required.


2) The relegated teams from Division 2.


The number will depend on the number of teams relegated from the National League.   



3) The teams from the previous season’s Feeder Divisions from second place 
downwards will fill the remaining places until there is a maximum of 20 teams, play-offs 
may be required between teams of corresponding positions.


4) The 20 teams will be allocated by the LMC into two Feeder Divisions.

17 Penalties

17.1
The Table below provides guidance on the fines and penalties associated with failure to meet 
the requirements of certain Rules. The LMC reserves the right to adjust these fines and 
penalties.


	Category
	1st Offence
	2nd Offence
	3rd Offence
	4th Offence 

	A
	£30 fine
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	B
	Shall be deemed to have lost the game; get no points for the game; 3 points deducted; 3 goals added to goals against; £50 fine
	As 1st but  6 points deducted;

£75 fine


	As 1st but 12 points deducted;

£100fine
	Disqualification from League



	C
	3 points deducted

      £50 fine
	6pts deducted & £75 fine
	12pts deducted £100 fine
	Disqualification from the League

	D
	     £20 fine
	£40 fine
	£60 fine
	Disqualification from the league


All fines must be paid within 14 days otherwise further fines may be applied.

17.2
Etiquette of Matches and Pitch side Conduct

It is the responsibility of the clubs to ensure that good manners and courtesy prevail towards the opposition, umpires and other officials before, during and after the game.

Once the pitch is available the match delegate ( if appointed ) or Home Captain shall assume authority for the pitch and its surrounding area.

Clubs are advised to ensure that they have adequate insurance cover and that they are aware of local health and safety legislation regarding the pitch and their facilities.

